
Preparing for Small Group: Read the passage below, and answer the following questions.
(1) What do these verses tell me about God?
(2) What do these verses tell me about sinful humanity?
(3) What do these verses tell me about Jesus?
(4) What does God want me to know?
(5) What does God want me to do?
________________________________________________________________________________

“Reset: Family”
Colossians 3:18-21

Big Idea: A family in Christ will reveal Jesus Christ in the way that they treat one another.

The BASICS for a family in Christ:
Wife, support your husband as the family leader God designed him to be (18).

In the New Testament, this is one of those verses that raises a variety of issues and 
objections. Some point to this verse to suggest that the Bible is dated and archaic in it’s teaching, 
arguing that this proves the Bible is chauvinistic and backwards thinking. Wives should submit to 
their husbands! Many say, “Why?” This verse, unlike Ephesians 5, doesn’t unpack in detail the 
connection between the relationship of the wife and husband in their witness of the Gospel through 
their marriage, but it does make an important aspect of their relationship clear: The wife should 
support her husband as the leader of their family. The way that this done is critical! This is an 
expression or outflow in the life of a wife after having put on Jesus, trusting in Him and doing 
everything in word and deed in the name of the Lord Jesus.
1. When you read Col. 3:18, what is your initial reaction or response? Why?
2. If you encountered someone who argued that this verse was chauvinistic, how would you 

respond to that accusation?
3. What are some practical ways that wives can be obedient to this command of the Lord when 

their husbands aren’t who they should be in the Lord?

Husband, lead your wife with love and gentleness to reflect the love of Jesus (19).
In the leadership role that God gave husbands, husbands are not to use that leadership in a 

way that’s unloving, selfish, and unkind. Husbands are called to lead their wives in love and to not 
act in harshness or bitterness against their wives. Again, while Ephesians 5 unpacks the call of the 
husband in greater detail in relationship to the witness of the Gospel in the marriage relationship, 
Col. 3:19 is clear on the responsibility of the husband in leading his wife: A husband should lead in 
love and not out of harshness or bitterness. Connecting the calling of the husband to the call to put 
on Jesus in Col. 3:12-17, it’s clear that this is the only way for a husband to lead his wife if he’s truly 
put on Jesus in his life. A husband’s love and gentleness towards his wife should be the natural 
expression or outflow of the “heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience” that 
the husband has put on in and through Jesus Christ (Col. 3:12).
1. When you read Col. 3:19, what is your initial reaction of response? Why?
2. Why do you think this command is given to husbands?
3. What are some practical ways that husbands can assess and address this command of the 

Lord in their lives? How does biblical community help in this process?



Child, obey your parents if only to please the Lord (20)!
In the context of a growing family, moving from husband and wife to the addition of a child or 

children, God’s Word extends into the life of the child in their relationship with their parents. The 
command is simple: Obey your parents in all things. Within the context of Paul’s letter, written to the 
Colossian church, the assumption was that these children are in Christian homes. The assumption 
was that the children are under the leadership of Christian parents, who wouldn’t operate 
intentionally to make the children do anything that would be immoral or harmful to themselves or 
others. So in that context, the call was for children to obey their parents in all things. Why? Because 
obedience to parents is pleasing to the Lord, which reinforces and implies that the obedience is 
connected with obedience within the context of a Christian home. The motivation for obedience is 
also found in this command in Col. 3:20, which is to please the Lord! Children, obey your parents, 
and make the primary reason for your obedience a desire to please the Lord in your life!
1. Would there be any situation or case where obedience to a parent might not be pleasing to 

the Lord? Why, or why not?
2. What are some practical ways that parents can help their children learn to obey them with 

the primary purpose of pleasing the Lord?
3. Why is obedience to parents important in a Christian home? How does it relate to the 

families witness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

Parents, build-up and encourage your children in the discipline of the Lord (21).
As the husband is called to be the leader of the family, the father’s leadership and discipline 

in the home sets the tone for his wife’s leadership and discipline in the lives of the children as well. 
Col. 3:21 affirms the husband’s call as the leader of the family, and it implies that his leadership 
should extend to the raising of the child or children in the home. The command is interesting, “do not 
exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart” (Col. 3:21). What does that mean? It 
means that father’s should discipline their children in a way that builds them up and encourages 
them rather than in a way that tears them down and discourages them. In concrete ways, the picture 
of putting on Jesus in Col. 3:12-17 provides the essential elements in the relationship and discipline 
that a Christian father (and mother) should provide in the home. These verses make it clear that the 
only way that this can be done is in and through Jesus Christ!
1. In the parenting you received, was it discouraging or encouraging? Why, or why not?
2. In your parenting or in your potential, future parenting, what do you see as potential areas of 

concern in your actions and attitudes that might tear-down or discourage rather than build-up 
and encourage? How can you deal with those potential areas of concern in your heart?

3. Pray for your families (wives, husbands, and children) that Christ would be put on and would 
cover our families with His grace for His glory!


